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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
The clerk will report the nomina-

tions en bloc. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nations of Peter Levine, of Maryland, 
to be Deputy Chief Management Officer 
of the Department of Defense; Paul A. 
Folmsbee, of Oklahoma, a Career Mem-
ber of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Mali; and 
Stafford Fitzgerald Haney, of New Jer-
sey, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the Republic of 
Costa Rica. 

VOTE ON LEVINE NOMINATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Peter Le-
vine, of Maryland, to be Deputy Chief 
Management Officer of the Department 
of Defense? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON FOLMSBEE NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Paul A. 
Folmsbee, of Oklahoma, a Career Mem-
ber of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Mali? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON HANEY NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Stafford 
Fitzgerald Haney, of New Jersey, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Costa Rica? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider all nominations placed on the 
Secretary’s desk in the Foreign Serv-
ice; that the nominations be confirmed, 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with 
no intervening action or debate; that 
no further motions be in order; that 
any statements related to the nomina-
tions be printed in the RECORD; that 
the President be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s actions, and the Senate 
then resume legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows: 

NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S 
DESK 

IN THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
PN72–3 FOREIGN SERVICE nomination of 

Douglas A. Koneff, which was received by the 
Senate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of January 13, 2015. 

PN259 FOREIGN SERVICE nomination of 
Judy R. Reinke, which was received by the 

Senate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of March 4, 2015. 

PN260 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations 
(56) beginning Brian C. Brisson, and ending 
Catherine M. Werner, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of March 4, 2015. 

PN368 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations (3) 
beginning Peter J. Olson, and ending Nicolas 
Rubio, which nominations were received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of April 15, 2015. 

PN369 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations 
(346) beginning Craig A. Anderson, and end-
ing Henry Kaminski, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of April 15, 2015. 

PN370 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations 
(212) beginning Anthony S. Amatos, and end-
ing Elena Zlatnik, which nominations were 
received by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of April 15, 2015. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session. 

f 

GIRLS COUNT ACT OF 2015 

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 91, S. 802. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 802) to authorize the Secretary of 
State and the Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment to provide assistance to support the 
rights of women and girls in developing 
countries, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, with an amend-
ment to strike all after the enacting 
clause and insert in lieu thereof the 
following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Girls Count Act 
of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) According to the United States Census Bu-

reau’s 2013 international figures, 1 person in 12, 
or close to 900,000,000 people, is a girl or young 
woman age 10 through 24. 

(2) The Census Bureau’s data also illustrates 
that young people are the fastest growing seg-
ment of the population in developing countries. 

(3) Even though most countries do have birth 
registration laws, four out of ten babies born in 
2012 were not registered worldwide. Moreover, 
an estimated 36 percent of children under the 
age of five worldwide (about 230,000,000 chil-
dren) do not possess a birth certificate. 

(4) A nationally recognized proof of birth sys-
tem is important to determining a child’s citizen-
ship, nationality, place of birth, parentage, and 
age. Without such a system, a passport, driver’s 
license, or other identification card is difficult 
to obtain. The lack of such documentation can 
prevent girls and women from officially partici-
pating in and benefitting from the formal eco-
nomic, legal, and political sectors in their coun-
tries. 

(5) The lack of birth registration among girls 
worldwide is particularly concerning as it can 
exacerbate the disproportionate vulnerability of 

women to trafficking, child marriage, and lack 
of access to health and education services. 

(6) A lack of birth registration among women 
and girls can also aggravate what, in many 
places, amounts to an already reduced ability to 
seek employment, participate in civil society, or 
purchase or inherit land and other assets. 

(7) Girls undertake much of the domestic labor 
needed for poor families to survive: carrying 
water, harvesting crops, tending livestock, car-
ing for younger children, and doing chores. 

(8) Accurate assessments of access to edu-
cation, poverty levels, and overall census activi-
ties are hampered by the lack of official infor-
mation on women and girls. Without this rudi-
mentary information, assessments of foreign as-
sistance and domestic social welfare programs 
are difficult to gauge. 

(9) To help ensure that women and girls are 
considered in United States foreign assistance 
policies and programs, that their needs are ad-
dressed in the design, implementation, and eval-
uation of foreign assistance programs, and that 
women and girls have the opportunity to suc-
ceed, it is important that girls be counted and 
have access to birth certificates and other offi-
cial documentation. 
SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

It is the policy of the United States to— 
(1) encourage countries to support the rule of 

law and ensure girls and boys of all ages are 
able to fully participate in society, including by 
providing birth certifications and other official 
documentation; 

(2) enhance training and capacity-building in 
key developing countries, local nongovern-
mental organizations, and other civil society or-
ganizations, including faith-based organizations 
and organizations representing children and 
families in the design, implementation, and 
monitoring of programs under this Act, to effec-
tively address the needs of birth registries in 
countries where girls are systematically under-
counted; and 

(3) incorporate into the design, implementa-
tion, and evaluation of policies and programs 
measures to evaluate the impact that such poli-
cies and programs have on girls. 
SEC. 4. UNITED STATES ASSISTANCE TO SUPPORT 

COUNTING OF GIRLS IN THE DEVEL-
OPING WORLD. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary and the 
Administrator are authorized to prioritize and 
advance ongoing efforts to— 

(1) support programs that will contribute to 
improved and sustainable Civil Registration and 
Vital Statistics Systems (CRVS) with a focus on 
birth registration; 

(2) support programs that build the capacity 
of developing countries’ national and local legal 
and policy frameworks to prevent discrimination 
against girls in gaining access to birth certifi-
cates, particularly where this may help prevent 
exploitation, violence, and other abuse; and 

(3) support programs and key ministries, in-
cluding, interior, youth, and education min-
istries, to help increase property rights, social 
security, home ownership, land tenure security, 
inheritance rights, access to education, and eco-
nomic and entrepreneurial opportunities, par-
ticularly for women and girls. 

(b) COORDINATION WITH MULTILATERAL ORGA-
NIZATIONS.—The Secretary and the Adminis-
trator are authorized to coordinate with the 
World Bank, relevant United Nations agencies 
and programs, and other relevant organizations 
to encourage and work with countries to enact, 
implement, and enforce laws that specifically 
collect data on girls and establish registration 
programs to ensure girls are appropriately 
counted and have the opportunity to be active 
participants in the social, legal, and political 
sectors of society in their countries. 

(c) COORDINATION WITH PRIVATE SECTOR AND 
CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS.—The Secretary 
and the Administrator are authorized to work 
with the United States, international, and local 
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March 3, 2016 Congressional Record
Correction To Page S3317
On page S3317, May 23, 2015, in the header, the following language appears: May 23, 2014The online Record has been corrected to read: May 23, 2015
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